Chapter Two: Clover

1. Why did Henrietta end up being raised by her grandfather, Tommy Lacks?



2. What are the connotations of the term “home-house”? What does this term suggest about he values of the Lacks family?


3. How was Day related to Henrietta?


4. Skloot uses vivid imagery and details to describe Henrietta’s childhood in Clover. Locate a passage that you found particularly effective or memorable, and explain why you selected it.



5. Describe the relationship between Crazy Joe and Henrietta.


6. How old was Henrietta when she had her first child with Day?


7. What was different about Henrietta’s second child, Elsie?


8. Compare the medical terms describing Elsie’s condition with the terms used by Henrietta’s friends and family. What are the connotations of the two sets of terms?
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9. How did Pearl Harbor change life in Turner Station?

